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in this way, without being able to bring any proofs ?   In                    !

short, where, except in the region of political party strug-
gle, would any one be found willingly to undertake the                    VJ
part of an unconscientious slanderer?    But as soon as a                    j
man can protect himself before his own conscience and his                    !
group, by the plea that he is acting in the interest of his
party, the meanest action is considered permissible and                    j
even excusable.                                                                                          {

The slanders against me began in the paper which,    *
under the Christian symbol of the Cross, and the motto
'With God for King and Fatherland/ had for years rep-                    j

resented, not the Conservative group and still less Chris-                    i

tianity, but only the ambition and spiteful malice of indi-                    |

vidual editors.    On February 9, 1876,* I complained in                    |

a public speech of the venom of this paper, and was an-                     f

swered by a declaration on the part of the signatories,                     |

whose educated contingent consisted of a few hundred                    |

evangelical ministers. In this form they opposed me in
their official character, making themselves accomplices
in the lies of the ' Kreuzzeitung/ and testifying to their                     ;

mission as servants of a Christian Church and its peace,
by publicly countersigning the slanders of this paper. I
have always felt a mistrust of politicians in long skirts,                     j

whether feminine or ecclesiastic; and this declaration of                     ,

some hundreds of evangelical pastors in favour of one of                     |

the most frivolous slanders directed against the first offi-                     '

cial in the land was not calculated to strengthen my con-                     !

fidence in politicians who wear the cassock, even though                     !

it be the evangelical. The possibility of personal inter-
course between me and any of the signatories, many of
whom had previously been acquaintances, or even friends                     f
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